
Co-constructing Success Criteria 
  

Assessment takes place throughout the learning cycle. We use the information we gather through 
assessments to inform our instruction. Sharing this information with students will help themselves 
identify as a learner and set learning goals for themselves. By making the success criteria visible, and 
with ongoing feedback, teachers encourage students to recognize their successes and encourages 
students to set learning goals, further engaging them in the learning process. Below is an example of 
success criteria for Say Something, but can be adapted to fit your context.  
  
 

Say Something  
 

I can select a significant passage from the book to share with 
my group 
   A funny part... 
   I wonder…  
   I learned…  
   A connection I have is…  

I can explain in detail why I chose my passage  
 

I can respectfully listen attentively to my group 

I can ask questions and share my thinking with my group  

 
** Never give away the plot of the story! 
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Date:______________________________ 
Name:_________________________ 

Say Something!  

An event, action or passage I would like to share with my group: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why I chose this to share: 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m wondering what my group will think about: 
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Giving Feedback 

Students can use feedback frames to make sure they are meeting the criteria of the 
assignment. They can check off criteria they have met and indicate where they feel they have 
done so in their work. Teachers can use feedback frames to let students know what they have 
done and what they still need to do in order to improve their work. 

Feedback Frames for Say Something: 

Feedback Frames for Say Something 

  I selected a significant passage from the book to share with my group 

  I explained in detail why I chose the passage 

  I gave an opinion or made a connection to the passage I chose 

  I listened actively to the others presenting in my group 

  I asked questions of others and shared my thinking about their passage or 
ideas 

One thing I did to help my group be successful was: 

  

  

  

One thing I would like to do differently next time is: 
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                                Grand Conversations in Primary Classrooms  
 
What can a grand conversation sound like to you? Below are teacher and student sentence 
stems that can help facilitate conversational dialogue. The intention of a literacy grand 
conversation is to promote a talk pattern that is conversational- the teacher asks fewer 
questions, but the questions he or she asks are an authentic response to what students are 
saying. The teacher typically brings closure to the conversation by summarizing, drawing 
conclusions or establishing goals for the next conversation.  
 

Examples of Teacher Questions/Prompts 

 
● Tell us more about… 
● What makes you say that… 
● Do you want to jump in?  
● Has anyone’s idea shifted?  
● I’m not sure I understand, is there another way you can 

explain…  
● What is everyone’s opinion?  
● That’s interesting. I wonder if anyone else has an idea to 

share... 

 

Student Conversation Starters  
*Effective when posted 

● I think... 
● I wonder... 
● I agree/disagree with... 
● I want to add…  
● I’m confused about…  
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